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India has ratified the League of 
Nations’ convention for facilitating 
the: international circulation of edu- 
cational films,: This would he highly 
gratifying if there existed in this 
country any effective instrument to 
catry out such work, During the last 
few months the Government of India 
have responded nobly to the public 
demand for ambitious enterprise in 
the fields of broadcasting and avia- 
tlon, The plans adumbrated a1- on a 
large scale and should lay the 
foundation of services of the greatest 
importance to the future of India, 
Wo feel, therefore, that it is not too 
much to ask that Government should 
give early attention to the cinema not 
merely as an industry but as a cul- 
tural and educational power. The 
film in this country, as we have’ often 
reiterated, has vast powers for good 
if properly applied. But organisa- 
tion, production, distribution and 
exhibition on the right lines and in 
the right places require no less vision 
than that applied to the radio and 
the aeroplane, Encouragement of 
the indigenous film industry by pro- 
tection whether of raw material or by 
other methods must b2 pursued with 
the greatest caution. Excessive 
assistance would not only harm the 
interests of the consumer, that is 
cinema audiences, but would-in the 
long run be fatal to Indian film pro- 
ducers themselves, An artificially 
assured market can only be justified 
when the standard of supply is ade- 
quately ‘high. In this particular the 
Government of India, it is fair to 
assume, will proceed with restraint 
jand wisdom.’ 3) 0. ‘ 

On the cultatal and educational 
side—and this'is the side which ex- 
pert opinion has persistently asserted 
to be of the utmost importance to 
general uplift in India—there is good 
reason to deplore the inactivity of 
the’ Central Government. The Indian| 
Cinematograph Committee, reporting] 
In 1928, advocated among other 
things the establishment of a per- 
manent central organisation under 
the Commerce Department of the 
Government ‘of India. This recom- 
mendation was actually the genesis 
of the idea which afforded a Film 
\mistitité to Britain, That Institute 
was founded in October 1983 “as a 
“means of providing effective co- 
“operation between those who make, 
“distribute and exhibit films on the 
“one hand, and all who are interested 
In the. artistic, educational and cul- 
“tural possibilities of films on the 
“other.” The first annual report has 
recently been published. Since the 
Government of India have failed to 
take any steps to implement the re- 
commendations .of their own Com- 
mittee it is pertinent to examine how 
far success has attended the British 
venture. The Board of Go~ernors of 
the British Film under the 
chairmanship of the Duke of Suther- 
land, include representatives of the 
public interests, the cinema industry 
renters, exhibitors and producers— 
and of educational and cultural insti- 
tutions, From a special fund pro- 
vided under the Sunday Performances 
Act the Privy Council gave the Insti- 
tute a start by a grant of £5,000. 
Machinery ‘and offices having beeh 
set up, members were enrolled 
‘and branches established in vari- 
ous parts of the country to 
‘bring the Institute, through local 
societies, in closer touch with the 
jpublie upon whose support it must 
depend. Various panels have been 
established to deal with specific work 
as, for example, education in its 
various branches, entertainment, 
international relations, _ medicine, 
social service, and scientific research. 

Of particular interest to this coun- 
try are the activities of the panel 
for the Dominions, India and the 


Colonies. This body has heen, and isl 
making a careful examination of such 
educational films as can be yecom- 
mended to varlous parts of the Em- 
pire and is considering “how far 
“assistance can be given to producing 
“firms in order to obtain continuity df 
“supplies.” But the panel has found 
a great difficulty in that there is no 
parallel body ‘in India with which it 
can co-operate. The Institute, has 
therefore, we understand, approached 
the Government of India and tho 
provincial governments in the matter. 
It is to be hoped that its suggestions 
will receive ‘active attention, The 
existing Motion Picture Society of 
Tndia cannot, as has been suggested; 
fill the breach, The Society primarily 
represents the interests of the indus- 
try and in itself performs a useful 
function. It should, of course, be 
represented on the central body. 
The need for that central bureau is 
now urgent, It must be formed with 
official support and recognition and 
include, asin the British case, repre- 
sentatives of the public, of educa- 
tlonal bodies, of the industry, and of 
Government, Provincial branches 
could be formed under the auspices 
of the provincial: governments, We 
have no doubt that through ‘the 
branches public interest and co- 
operation would be enthusiastic, 
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Indian Film Institute 
. Not only. the Indian film in- 
dustry .but the Indian public 
generally will weleome the pro- 
posal, discussed recently at a 
conference between Government 
and motion picture trade repre- 
sentatives, for the  estahlish- 
ment ‘of ' an Indian PF 
Institute and Council. Although 
claiming to-occupy the eighth 
plage among the country’s in- 
dustries and with a record of 
over thirty years’ progressive 
growth behind it, ‘the indigen- 
ous film trade operates more at 
an individual proprietary level 
than on ah organised industrial 
basis. If, none the less, the in- 
dustry yielded to many quick 
and considerable profits, it was 
pecause Indian language films 
with an Indian motif satisfied a | 
long neglected need. The de-| 
mand persists, but ‘public taste | 
has inevitably grown mare per- 
ceptive and discriminating. The 
attention to technical detail, 
which is a feature of Western 
and particularly of American 
film studios, is not notably evi- 
dent in indigenous productions. 
It is this lacuna which the pro- 
posed all Indja bady seeks 
largely to remedy. . 

Research intelligently applied 
pays good dividends. That is a 
lesson applicable to most indus- 
tries, particplarly to a highly 
technical business like film pro- 
duction. If the benefits of re- 
search are to he pooled effec- 
tively and made available to the 
industry as a whole, the need 
for better co-ordination, not 
only among separate praprieto- 
rial concerns but hetween pro- 
ducers, exhibitors, artists and 
technicians becomes evident. 
The Government of ‘India have 
dealt jmaginatively with this 
matter and: officjal initiative to 
help the industry co-ordinate its 
activities should he welcome. 
The scheme, though not final 
envisages in addition to the 
Couneil an institute headed by 
a qualified director with deputy 
directors and organised machi- 
nery to conduct research in the 
various branches of film produc- 
‘tion and distribution. Research 
in production, for instance, will 
cover practical matters such as 
synchronisation, lighting, trick 
photography and sound reeord- 
ing, in all of which departments 
there .is admittedly room for 
improvement in Indian films. On 
the . distribution side, it is 
planned ta make a study not 
only of Indian hut of foreign 
ig hele ‘ . 

upervising and guiding the 

work of the Institute will he 
the Council, which will contain 
representatives of the Central 
Government as also of the four 

rovinces—Bomhay, , Madras, 
the Punjab and Bengal—where 
the film industry is most 
flourjshing. Trade interests, n- 
cluding producers, distributors 
and artists, will be represented. 
Apart from its executive func- 
tions the Council will serve as 
an advisory hody to Govern- 
ment, by whom it will be con- 
sulted on measures affecting 
the industry such as exhibition 
and censorship. 
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